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…For 61 years meeting need
at the point of need…

We are now 
into the fall, and 
T h a n k s g i v i n g 
is just around 
the corner. One 
of the things I 
think about at 
T h a n k s g i v i n g 
is eating with 
family. I recently 
read an excerpt 
from an Henri 

Nouwen devotional that ties together very 
nicely the topics of eating, family and what 
we do here at Mission Services of London. 
The devotional was about the story of Jesus 
meeting and walking with two disciples, 
shortly after his resurrection. For whatever 
reason, the disciples didn’t recognize Jesus 
as he was walking with them. They recognize 
him just before they start to eat when he 
blesses the food (says grace) and breaks 
bread. Nouwen writes “what is a more 
common ordinary gesture than breaking 
bread? It may be the most human of all human 
gestures: a gesture of hospitality, friendship, 
care, and the desire to be together. Taking 

a loaf of bread, blessing it, breaking it, and 
giving it to those seated around the table 
signifies unity, community, and peace. When 
Jesus does this he does the most ordinary as 
well as the most extraordinary. It is the most 
human as well as the most divine gesture.”

Nouwen goes on to conclude that “the great 
mystery is that this daily and most human 
gesture is the way we recognize the presence 
of Christ among us. God becomes most 
present when we are most human.”

I sincerely hope that this Thanksgiving, you 
are able to enjoy a wonderful celebration 
around a meal, and that you are able to share 
that meal with someone.

My prayer for you this Thanksgiving is that in 
sharing a meal with someone, in participating 
in one of the most basic human functions, 
eating, you can identify and feel God’s 
presence.

My prayer also is that in each home, one day, 
there will be unity, community and peace.

Peter Rozeluk
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Celebrating 61 Years of Ministry: 1951 - 2012

Paul J. Pickering founded his 
company in 1990 with the 
idea and thought of helping 
individuals deal with personal 
debts and the process of 
financial rehabilitation. The 
firm deals with all facets of 
the bankruptcy and proposal 
process, treating everyone 
facing financial difficulty 
with dignity and respect. 
“I’m dealing with financially 

challenged people every day,” says Pickering from his 
office on Waterloo near South Street. “There is a need in 
our community and that’s why I do it.”

Pickering graduated from the Ivey 
School of Business, Western University 
in 1976 and went on to receive his 
Chartered Accountant designation 
and Trustee license in 1988.  It was 
this sincere interest in dealing with 
members of our community, in some of 
the darkest times of their lives, which 
led him to Mission Services of London. 
Pickering joined the Board of Directors 
in 2007. “Although I could not do the 
front line work, I could stand behind 
to encourage and provide support to 
those who need it,” says Pickering. 

“Given the type of insolvency practice I have, it became 
an extension of trying to help those who may need the 
help.” Pickering wound down his work on the board 
this past year, but has remained an active supporter of 
Mission Services of London and other organizations 
including Lambeth United Church where he is an active 
member of the council.

We are privileged to have Paul Pickering and his team 
at Paul J. Pickering Limited lend their support as 
Platinum Sponsors of our annual Fall Banquet. With their 
commitment and financial support, we can look forward to 
a successful event and to the positive impact that funds 
raised will have on hundreds of lives.

Paul J. Pickering – Reaching Out To Those In Need



            

The Mission Store provides clothing 
and household items at affordable 
prices to help those struggling to 
make ends meet. It also provides 
essential items to those who are in 
need of support.

Your donations make a difference. 
The Mission Store is available for 
drop off or pick up. Please call for 
details. 519.438.3056.

Our current wish list:

 Bed Linens & Pillows

 Can Openers

 Small Kitchen Appliances 
in Good Working Order

 Pots and Pans

Real Life Stories – Harold

current wish list

Curb Notes    Issue 10   October 2012 www.missionservices.ca

1951-2012 for 61 years … real life, real impact

M i S S i o N   S e R v i C e S   o F   L o N d o N

Mission Services of London opens doors of hope with compassion for those seeking emergency shelter and support, by 
offering safe shelter, food, clothing and rehabilitation.

Whether it’s providing emergency shelter for an individual or family, or caring for those with mental health needs, Mission 
Services of London is there with a message of hope through faith. We are a Christian faith-based charitable organization 
committed to serving London and area. We do this within our mission and vision statements.

To be a self-directed sustainable charitable social service organization grounded in the Christian faith, proactively 
addressing and meeting the needs of the homeless and disadvantaged of the London area; well recognized and supported 
by the community.

our mission

who we are

our vision

about our organization

“You know what they say about excuses? Everybody has one.” says Harold, a resident at 
Quintin Warner House. Wise words. With a shaved head, tattoos and a stocky build, Harold 
would be perfectly cast in the role of hardened drug addict. His story however, is far from that.  

Growing up in a prominent Toronto family, Harold wanted for nothing. He travelled often, 
had the clothes, the car, the money and the prestige. “I had a good life up until 15 years 
ago,” he says. Although Harold’s situation seemed idyllic from the outside, he was masking 
an insurmountable amount of pain. “I was the guy with so much hurt, guilt and shame,” he 
explains. “I had a knot buried deep inside me and I didn’t know how to deal with it.” As a 
young boy and even as a teenager, Harold could easily bury all those feelings and continue to 
lead his privileged Toronto life. As he got older, the everyday stresses that come with manhood 
began to take their toll. “The pain just took over.” he says. Harold soon found himself with a 
wife and a young baby to provide for. It became harder and harder to bury this lifetime of hurt. 
When he was no longer able to bury his feelings, he turned to drugs.  

At 25 years old, Harold began buying Percocet on the street. Percs as they’re called are a mixture of acetaminophen and 
oxycodone which are prescribed by doctors to relieve severe physical pain. Like many users, Harold found it easy to buy 
percs on the street so it wasn’t long before this was a regular weekend habit. “Soon, the pills weren’t enough,” he recalls. 
“I started doing cocaine but I kept telling myself it was just a fun thing to do on the weekend. It’s really easy to justify what 
you’re doing and keep lying to yourself,” he says.  

Harold’s life soon began spiraling out of control. The death of his beloved uncle as well as infidelity within his marriage 
continued to plague his attempts at recovery. “At my uncle’s funeral, my son didn’t want to talk to me,” Harold remembers. 
“He said: Go get help and when you get help, call me.” Harold leans back and lays his forearms on his chair. One can’t 
help but notice the solitary words, in bold black ink, permanently etched into his skin: Willingness on the left arm, 
Acceptance on the right.  

He recalls that fateful conversation with his son. “That was the best thing that could have happened,” he remembers. 
Harold began treatment programs in Toronto which led him to Quintin Warner House. “This place has helped me open 
my eyes to things I never wanted to see before,” he says. “They help you take a good hard look at all that pain.” Harold 
graduated on September 14th and will continue his recovery within the Aftercare Program. He has been working on 
getting his high school diploma and has goals of becoming a social worker, helping kids stay on the right path. “Nobody 
stands up at the front of the class and says: I want to be a drug addict,” he says. “It just happens.”  He is clearly a man 
with vision and a sincere desire to help others. “If I can help those who are suffering work through their feelings instead 
of turning to drugs, that would be the best thing I could do.” 

Harold now maintains regular contact with his son. “I have a loving relationship with him now,” he says. A smile spreads 
across Harold’s face as he speaks of the second chance he’s been given to be a father to his son. “Everyone is on this 
path for different reasons,” he says. “I’m living my own choices now, and they are the best choices of my life.”  

Meet: Kathryn Hogan
Kathryn Hogan joined the Board of Directors in 
June 2011. She is currently the manager of human 
resources for Craigwood Youth Services, a not for 
profit children’s mental health centre. Prior to joining 
Craigwood in 1993, Ms. Hogan worked in post-
secondary education at Fanshawe College and The 
University of New Brunswick.

Ms Hogan has a Human Resources Management 
Certificate, attained her CHRP designation in 2000 
and holds a Certificate in Labour Relations from 
Western University. She is a former board member 

for St. Hilda’s - St. Luke’s Anglican Church in St. Thomas.

The Third in a Four Part Series Introducing 
The New Members of our Board of Directors

Donate online today at
www.missionservices.ca or call us at: 519.433.2807

Your generous support changes lives every day. Thank you!


